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Royal Oak Elks Club 

2401 E. Fourth St. 

Royal Oak, MI 48067 

Free Easy Access Parking 
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March 23, 2012 

 

Symposium on the 

Opiate Epidemic and Medical 

Marijuana: The Impact on the 

Professional Community 

 

9:00 AM to 4:00 PM 

 

Only $99.00 
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Empowerment Professionals P.C. 
Beverly J Patchett, LMSW, DCSW, CAADC, ICAADC 

310 W. Hudson 

 Royal Oak, MI 48067 

(248) 336-2133 

 

Evening Seminars 

One hour workshops are held at: Empowerment Professionals 

PC, 310 W. Hudson, Royal Oak, MI 48067 following our Oak-

land County Network and Support Group (OCPPNS). About 

OCPPNS  -  As a professional courtesy we  provide an NASW 

Region 8 networking opportunity every other month during the 

year; February, April, June, August, October, and December. 

NASW membership is not required to attend. OCPPNS does 

not charge a membership fee, but a $5.00 donation is requested 

for networking at our events. Any donation made that evening 

for networking will be applied to the educational component 

that follows as a professional courtesy.  See empowerment-

pro.net “services page”  for more details! 

 

 

April 16, 2012 

 

The Impact of Trauma on the Brain 

 

Tobi Russell, MS LLP, MA LPC, BCETS 

 

Fee: $10.00 - 1 SW Clock Hour 

 

 

Day Seminars 

HIPAA: Ethical Practices Related to Mental Health 

and Substance Abuse Documentation  

 

Starting a Private Practice During Poor Economic Times 

  

SW CEH / MCBAP Specific Certifications 

See empowerment-pro.net “contact us page” for more details! 

3/1/12 

 Please send registration and check to: 

Em
pow

erm
ent Professionals PC 

310 W
. Hudson, Royal Oak, M

I 48067 

Fax: (248) 583-9414 



March 23, 2012 

9:00 AM - 4:00 PM / Registration 8:30 AM 
 

Fee: $99.00 

Registration deadline is March 16, 2012. Fee includes: 

presentation, materials, free parking, with 6 SWCE Clock 

Hours and 6 MCBAP Specific. Coffee at registration and 

lunch will be included. 

 

Registration/Payment/Refunds 

We accept cash, check, money order, and Pay Pal. There is a 

$10.00 up charge after March 16, 2012. We 

reserve the right to close registration before 

stated deadline. A $30.00 return check fee ap-

plies. Refunds must be requested 7 days prior to 

program and are subject to a $25.00 fee.  
 

Continuing Education   

Reach For The Stars!, provider #1190, is approved by the 

Association of Social Work Boards (ASWB) www.aswb.org., 

through the Approved Continuing Education 

(ACE) program., June 1, 2010 to June 1, 2013. 

Format: Seminar, Workshop and Lecture Series. 

Reach For The Stars!, maintains responsibility 

for the program. Sign-in and sign-out is moni-

tored for Social Work Clock Hours and 

MCBAP certifications. Individual must attend 

full presentation schedule to receive CE's. 

Please arrive 15-30 minutes prior to program, and allow time 

at end of day for sign-out and receipt of your certificate.  

Evaluations are required at sign-out. 

American Disabilities Act (ADA) 

We will accommodate ADA individuals as long as we have 

notification three weeks prior to seminar/workshop. Any re-

quest received after stated date will be honored whenever pos-

sible. Please notify us at (248) 336-2133. 
 

Grievances 

Grievances in regard to seminar offerings may be addressed by 

sending a letter to Beverly at: Reach For The Stars!, 310 W. 

Hudson, Royal Oak, MI 48067. 

Symposium on the: 

Opiate Epidemic and Medical Marijuana 

Royal Oak Elks Club, 2401 E. Fourth St., Royal Oak, MI 

Registration 

Carl Christensen, MD PhD, FASAM 

Mr. Christensen is an Associate Professor in 

the Departments of Psychiatry and OB Gyn at 

the Detroit Medical Center/WSU School of 

Medicine.  He is the Medical Director for Ad-

diction Medicine Services at the DMC and is  

the current President of the Michigan Society 

of Addiction Medicine 
 

Officer Brian Strick, Hazel Park Police  

Mr Strick has been a Hazel Park Police Officer 

for the last 18 years and a canine handler for 

the last 13 years.  He works closely with the 

Oakland county Narcotics Enforcement Team 

(NET), DEA and local jurisdictions.  In the 

course of his work he has assisted with count-

less raids and interdiction stops.  Mr. Strick and 

his wife own and operate D.R.O.P.  Diagnos-

tics an  outreach program and drug testing fa-

cility for court ordered testing and counseling.   
 

Tobi Russell, MS LLP, MA LPC, BCETS 

Ms.  Russell has a masters degree in Clinical 

Psychology from Eastern Michigan University 

and a masters degree in Counseling from Oak-

land University. She is currently a doctoral 

candidate and in her 5th year of doctoral studies at Oakland 

University. Ms. Russell has her certification in addictions 

as both a clinician and a supervisor and is board certified in 

trauma. 
 

Matthew R. Abel, JD 

Mr. Abel graduated from Wayne State University Law 

School, Central Michigan University, and Castleton State 

College. He has been a criminal defense lawyer in Michi-

gan for 25 years and is founder of Cannabis Counsel, 

P.L.C., a Michigan law firm entirely devoted to cannabis 

clients and cases, providing both business advice and legal 

counseling as well as criminal defense of marijuana cases 

throughout Michigan  

 

Niel Rockind, JD 

Mr. Rockind is a graduate of the University of Michigan 

and Wayne State Law School. He served several years as 

an Oakland County assistant prosecuting attorney is admit-

ted to practice in the state of Michigan, the U.S. District 

Courts for the Eastern and Western Districts of Michigan 

and the Northern District of Ohio, and the U.S. Court of 

Appeals for the Sixth Circuit. He is a board member of 

Sensible Michigan and the Marijuana Patients Organiza-

tion and a member of NORML Legal Committee and Can-

nabis Patients United. 

Course Description 

This seminar will focus on the impact of the opiate epidemic 

and medical marijuana laws on the professional community. Ethical 

considerations will be explored with discussion on advocacy during 

each presentation. 

 

Objectives 

Participants will explore: 1) The effects of opiates and marijuana on 

the brain and body, 2) Pain management and addiction, 3) Sub-

stance use and abuse in the dual diagnosed individual, 4) Current 

Marijuana law and its impact on therapists, caregivers and law en-

forcement officers, (5) Proposed reforms to current marijuana law 

and possible impacts on therapists, caregivers and  law enforcement 

officers.  

Agenda 

Registration  and Coffee               8:30 AM - 9:00 AM 

 

Session I        9:00 AM – 12:00 PM 

 

Recognizing Addiction in Your Chronic Pain Patient. 

Carl Christensen, MD 

 

The Opiate Epidemic from a Law Enforcement Perspective. 

Brian  Strick, HPPD 

 

The Trauma and Co-Occurring Disorder Connection. 

Tobi Russell, MS LLP, MA LPC 

 

Lunch  Networking 

 

Session II     1:00 – 4:00 PM 

 

Ethical Considerations: Pain Management and Medical Marijuana. 

Beverly J Patchett, LMSW, DCSW, CAADC, ICAADC 

 

Medical Marijuana Law: It’s impact on therapists, caregivers and 

law enforcement officers. Neil Rockind, JD 

 

Proposed Reforms to Current Marijuana Law: It’s possible impact 

on therapists, caregivers and law enforcement officers. 

Matthew Abel, JD 

Mission Statement 

To provide quality mental health educational 
seminars and materials to the professional community. 

Target Audience: Social Workers and all mental health 

providers, medical, clergy, educators, law enforcement, 

substance abuse treatment professionals and coalition members. 

Intermediate and advanced levels will benefit. 
6 SW CE’s 

6 MCBAP 

   Specific  

Continuing Educa-
tion (Clock Hours) 
for Social Workers 

 

Presenter 
 

Qualifica-

tions 
 

And  
 

Expertise 

SPONSORSHIPS 

In an effort to bring quality programming at reasonable prices some semi-

nars offer gold, platinum, and silver sponsorships. Sponsors are provided 

advertisement, vendor tables and seminar packages. Please contact BJ 
Patchett at (248) 336-2133.  

http://www.aasswb.org/

